
 

 

 

June 16, 2015 
 

Re:   Subcommittee Mark for FY2016 Labor, Health & Human Services, 
Education and Related Agencies Appropriations bill 

 
Dear Chairman Cole and Ranking Member DeLauro: 
 
On behalf of the 90,000 school board members and the state school boards 
associations representing more than 49 million public school students throughout 
the nation, the National School Boards Association (NSBA) is writing regarding 
the Fiscal Year 2016 Labor, Health & Human Services, Education and Related 
Agencies Appropriations bill. 
 
NSBA appreciates your efforts to sustain targeted investments in our students and schools.  We realize that with 
the lower Subcommittee allocation for Fiscal Year 2016, your decisions regarding programmatic funding levels 
are impacted.  Moreover, the provisions that would increase the federal investment in the Individuals With 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) are welcomed by numerous school boards throughout the country.  We urge 
you to provide the highest possible allocation for IDEA grants, as the costs to develop and implement 
individualized education plans (IEPs) for our students with special needs continue to increase. Special education 
expenditures by our local communities comprise higher percentages of school district budgets each year, often 
forcing tax increases or offsets from general education budgets to make up the shortfall. 
 
Title I grants for disadvantaged students, as well as English Language Acquisition, Impact Aid, Career and 
Technical Education and others are critical to the success of our nation’s students and school districts. 
Sustaining investments in these priorities will help our school districts and states avoid reductions to the scope 
and delivery of education services and advancement.  
 
As this bill moves forward, NSBA urges your support to develop a final funding bill that avoids the across–the–
board cuts that are scheduled by the sequester.  In FY2013, our students and districts were affected by a $2.5 
billion loss that altered services and hindered progress.  Your leadership on this very important funding bill is 
appreciated, especially with the reality of managing allocations for key programs with a finite amount of 
resources.   

The Honorable Tom Cole 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Labor, Health &  
Human Services, Education and  
Related Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Labor, Health & 
Human Services, Education and  
Related Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
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An FY2016 funding bill is needed that will enable our school systems to thrive without making further cuts to 
curriculum and avoid layoffs of highly effective teachers and personnel whose work is critical to student 
achievement.  America’s economic success for long-term global competitiveness will depend on how smartly and 
adequately all levels of government invest in public education today. 

 
Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to working with you as the FY2016 appropriations process 
moves forward. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

  
Thomas J. Gentzel  
Executive Director, NSBA 


